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While the intersection of language education and so-
cial justice has received increasing scholarly atten-
tion, the links between language education and
well-being remain comparatively underexplored (Lau
& Shea, 2022; Seidl, 2021). Even less is known about
the interrelations between social justice and well-be-
ing-and how this complex relationship is shaped
and mediated through language education.

The Symposium on Socially and Emotionally Re-
sponsive Language Education addresses these cru-
cial issues in an international context. It explores
how language education can respond to both global
and local challenges by fostering socially just (Piller,
2016) and emotionally supportive learning environ-
ment (Zhou, & Liu, 2024).

This two-day symposium offers a platform for re-
searchers, students, educators, practitioners, and pol-
icymakers to critically engage with the nexus of social
justice and well-being in language education. A Re-
port from the COIL (collaborative online international
learning) project will be presented by the SOELE re-
search team. Participants will be invited to discuss
practical ways of implementing the SOELE model
across diverse contexts worldwide.

The following plenary speakers will address various
dimensions of social and linguistic justice, well-be-
ing, and their significance in language education:

» Claudia Hilsdorf Rocha
(University of Campinas, Brazil)
» Adnan Yilmaz (University of Stirling, UK)
» Lorena Cordova Hernandez (Universidad
Auténoma Benito Judrez de Oaxaca, Mexico)
» Yue Zhou (University of Birmingham, UK)
» Leslie Werden (Morningside University, US)

Panels and workshops:

The following invited speakers and facilitators will
offer in-depth panels and workshops focusing on the
COIL approach in higher education, practical strate-
gies for implementing socially and emotionally re-
sponsive pedagogy, and insights from multilingual,
transnational, and decolonial perspectives:

» Ruberval Franco Maciel (State University of Mato
Grosso do Sul - UEMS/CNPq)

» Angelo Martins Junior

(University of Birmingham, UK)
» Early Researchers and Students
» The SOELE Research Team

We warmly invite you to join this dialogue and con-
tribute to shaping a more socially just and emotion-
ally responsive future for language education. A de-
tailed program will be available by 29 September
2025.

Participation & Registration:

Please note that spaces are limited. The participation
fee of 120 CHF includes catering for the two-day
event.

Register by 26 September 2025 via email:
isb@phlu.ch

Organizing Committee and SOELE Research Team:

» Edina Krompak, Gustav Arnold, Stephan Meyer,
Patricia Schubiger (University of Teacher Educa-
tion Lucerne)

» Haley de Korne, Magdalena Madany-Saa
(University of Oslo)

» Kristin Vold Lexander
(University of Inland Norway)
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